
A weekly Saturday recap to share with you our favorite links, discoveries, exhibitions,

and more from the past seven days. This week: The newest, coziest addition to

Bower’s Melt collection, new housewares from a beloved shoe brand, and the first

furniture line from one of our favorite London interior designers.

Discoveries

We were already taken with the work of Maria Tyakina, a designer based in The Hague,

Netherlands, and the fluid curves of her “Between a rock and hard place” collection

of sculptural wood pieces. Now, in collaboration with London’s Agglomoratti Studio,

she’s rendered those forms in Russo Aurora marble reclaimed by Leleni Studio. These

blush-toned iterations – a console, two side tables, and a bench – somehow combine

the heft of stone with a breezy airiness.

While the Ancient Greek Sandals company are experts in leather, fashioning

handmade footwear befitting mythological gods, for their new homeware line they’ve

gone in the direction of folk-inspired ceramics. The line is designed with mixing in

mind, including 4 sets of wheel-thrown, hand-painted plates from Elpida Kourtzi, in

shades of blue, green, orange, and yellow, animal-shaped carafes by Yogros

Akamatou, as well as a carafe inspired by the sea, and a tsipouro (Greek brandy) set

that draws inspiration from the architecture of classical columns. Sturdy wine glasses

compliment it all, as do embroidered linen placemats based on illustrations by

Frances Costelloe. Perfect for a lingering dinner outdoors.

Three years ago, designers Jamie Wolfond and Adrianus Kundert started Basketclub

to explore their interest in weaving with unconventional materials. Their project

eventually turned into an international collective of designers and artists interested

in the traditional craft techniques of weaving and braiding to create vessels and

three-dimensional objects. Each month, in response to an emoji prompt on

Instagram, Basketclub designers and artists came up with the works that are now

cataloged in a new book featuring more than 300 objects by over 20 designers.

Bower Studios recently introduced their latest addition to the Melt collection, a

version of the Melt lounge chair in shiny chrome. The thick upholstered cushion –

mohair velvet in bubblegum pink, olive, or cream and furry options in brown,

platinum, and dark green – draped over a chrome plated steel base is as stylish as it

is inviting. Its name isn’t just a descriptor, it’s also a command: relax.

We featured these in our NYDW roundup, but wanted to tell the story behind them

here: Vancouver-based Canadian designer Calen Knauf was working with epoxy resin

when he noticed that the pools of resin seeping onto his craft-paper work surface

were stronger than the resin alone. It’s led to an ongoing experiment in form and

material Knauf has dubbed the Wowtables (the name references the as-seen-on-TV

ShamWow! towels and their remarkable powers of absorption). Colorful felt pieces of

varying thickness are soaked in resin and then cured into table-like structures. The

amount of epoxy absorbed determines the touch and feel of the felt – full saturation

results in a glossy, plastic-like surface while less interaction produces a fuzzy, matte

effect.

Swiss designer Laure Gremion makes work that’s both beautiful and often

multifaceted. You can flip the glass Verso vase upside down depending on your floral

needs, the concrete Aura light works as a pendant or table lamp, and the Oleada

nesting tables, created with ceramicist Coline Peltier, can occupy various positions,

the gentle wave shape of their bases interacting both with each other and the

surrounding light.
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